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_________________________________________________________________________________


RSC Questionnaire concerning the frequency band 2010-2025 MHz

Reference document: RSCOM04-34

As agreed at RSC#8 Administrations are invited to respond to the following questions. The deadline for submission to the RSC Secretariat is 16. July 2004. 

1. Has your administration held a public consultation concerning the use of the above-mentioned band or are there plans to do so?

The UMTS Forum is not actually ‘an administration’ in the meaning of this question, hence we have assumed that it may be inappropriate to provide an answer to it.    The Forum confirms nevertheless that it has not held such a consultation.

2. Have licenses been issued covering this band?  If yes please give details.

Please refer to our answer to Question 1.

3. Is this band actually being used in your country? If yes, please give details.

Please refer to our answer to Question 1.  The UMTS Forum’s membership represents many different countries, of course.

4. Do you have any information about market demand 

a) for the originally envisaged TDD applications?

UMTS Forum recognises that until now all manufacturers’ and operators’ efforts were put on the introduction of UMTS FDD applications in Europe. There is some delay in the introduction of licensed UMTS TDD services which results from the priority being given by the licensed operators and the manufacturers to the introduction of UMTS FDD services first. Therefore, it is quite natural that UMTS TDD equipment will be available later than UMTS FDD equipment.

However, the UMTS Forum believes that there could also be market demand for licensed UMTS TDD applications. UMTS TDD is expected to be used e.g. in hot spot environments and to deal with asymmetric traffic.

Some operators are currently trialling UMTS TDD technology in the UMTS TDD licensed bands. This will enable a realistic view of potential products and applications which could be launched in the licensed UMTS TDD spectrum. In turn, this will enable a clearer view of the demands and services which could be provided in both licensed and license exempt UMTS TDD spectrum. 

b) for other applications?

There is no information on market demand for other applications at this stage.

5. Should this band remain harmonized across Europe?

Increased harmonisation of spectrum usage is to be strongly supported and advocated by the UMTS Forum. Worldwide harmonisation is particularly important for applications requiring interoperability and roaming across countries and also economies of scale in the production of equipment. Harmonisation for a system accompanied by a global and open standardisation of this system is an important advantage since this facilitates the development of seamless services using interoperable equipment. Harmonisation of spectrum for an application that fits with market needs increases its value.

The key condition necessary to achieve seamless services and to achieve low cost terminals for the mass market with the benefit from economies of scale is a continuous effort to ensure the world-wide co-ordination of standards and the harmonisation of frequency bands and arrangements. This allows true competition between suppliers and potentially a much wider choice for network operators and service providers, to the benefit of the end users and the wider community.

In the interest of harmonisation of provision of services, UMTS Forum believes that decisions on spectrum allocation should continue to be harmonised at least on European level. Consequently, the 2010-2025 MHz band should remain harmonised across Europe for UMTS TDD. 

6. What are your views on the proposals made by the UK in document RSCOM04-34, especially concerning :

a) more flexibility in the use of this frequency band;

UMTS Forum believes that consideration should be given to reviewing the current identified use of the 2010-2025 MHz band. In fact, at this stage there are no UMTS TDD self-provided applications available even for trial purposes. The review should therefore focus on the benefits of harmonised introduction of UMTS licensed applications. 

b) change from unlicensed to licensed in the sub-band 2010-2020 MHz;

According to market evolution the extension or reduction of frequency bands used by a particular service can be envisaged, therefore the change from unlicensed to licensed UMTS TDD in the sub-band 2010-2020 MHz is one possibility and is supported. 

c) keeping the band for IMT-2000, exclusively;

The band 2010-2025 MHz should remain designated exclusively for IMT-2000 technologies, which guarantees the benefits of harmonisation while maintaining competition of technology implementations. UMTS Forum considers that there is a need to maintain IMT-2000 approach in the band in order not to lose the benefits of harmonisation that are achieved thanks to CEPT efforts to harmonise UMTS/IMT-2000. 

Therefore, the UMTS Forum supports the idea to keep the 2010-2025 MHz band exclusively for UMTS/IMT-2000.

d) other views.
We have no other specific views that we wish to record at this stage.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(end of the UMTS Forum’s response, 16 July 2004)
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